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With growing presence of China, India and Iran the composition of players and
the alignment of forces in the Middle East in the 21st century will look more
like that in the 17th century than the 20th. This fits in perfectly with the theo-
ry of historical cycles, although it may appear disappointing, if looked at from
the positions of Paris, London, Brussels or Washington.
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part of the internal discourse in both Armenia and Turkey.
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Russm’s negative image in nuclear security, export controls and nonprolifera-
tion da_tes back to the early 1990s; it is based on a combination of real problems
that existed at the time and Hollywood-like stories in the media. Until recent-
ly, that image has often stood in the way of practical contacts and politicized
nuclear energy cooperation between Russia and the United States.
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A unified Epro—RL{ssiqn_ innovation market is capable of ensuring a multiplica-
tion ;ﬁect for any individual investor. Instead of an integrated European ener-
gy grid, which has been suggested by the European Union as an artificial incen-

tive for_competition, it would be better to create an integrated Euro-Russian
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For all the obvious differences between the three presidents of the Russian Fed-
eration and despite the upheavals experienced by the country over the 20 years
of its existence, the poals that Moscow set for itsell during this period have
changed much less than one might think. The Kremlin, under each of the pres-

IdEI.ltS, has always sought to restore Russia’s role as a leading player in the inter-
national arena.
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